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he died. Charles Falkenburg, a well known
wolf hunter, also of this city, fell shortly after
the skirmish began. He was shot through the
neck and his head was almost severed from
his body. He died instantly.

Chief Killed.

Chiel Black Kettle tell at the first fire and
expired at once. Fagle Feather had both legs
shattered by balls and laid on the battle field
all night, being brought here this moming,
together with the four other Indian prisoners,
the twenty horses and the paraphernalia of the
Indians, including the evidence of their
depredations. Black Kettle, who was killed, is
believed to have been the one who shot
Sheriff Miller.

Kills Six Redskins

During the fight six redskins were killed,
ten were wounded, five were captured and the
rest escaped, taking their wounded with them
wherever possible.

Brought to Newcastle.
A special train was sent out from here

vesterday having on board Mrs, Miller, wile of

the murdered sheriff, Dr. Horton, a trained
nurse, and medical supplies, it being reported
then that Sherift Miller was not dead. The
train went east to Crawford, Neb. and then
went over the Elkhorn to Lusk.

SECOND BATTLE

Special to the Leader.

Douglas, Wyo. Nov. 2 — A message
was received here this afternoon giving
meager details of another bloody battle which
was fought yesterday afternoon near the scene
of the first conflict. In the battle ten more
[ndians were killed and a dozen taken
prisoners.

Indians Reinforced

After the battle of Saturday the Indians
who escaped were joined by another large
party of redskins who were hunting in the
mountains. It was presumed that the first band
of twenty-five were all the Indians in the
country.

The same posse from here, reinforced by
many ranchmen from the surrounding country,
came upon the Indians about 3 o’clock several

miles from the scene of yesterday’s fight and
immediately gave battle. The Indians sought
shelter and from every rock, tuft of grass or
other shelter shots rang out. The Indians
displaying their wild nature in fiendish yells.
After an hour’s fighting the redsins were again
dislodged and completely routed. Most of
those killed met their death while making a
running retreat. During this fight not one of
the posse was hit, although many had narrow
escapes.
Country Up in arms.

From advices received from the Lightning
creek district the entire country is up in arms
over the outrage and the mountains are
swarming with rangers anxious to over-take
the fugitives. Posses have started out from
Newcastle under John Owen, the noted Indian
fighter, and will try to intercept the Indians
who are headed for the agency. A posse from
here under Sherift Jack McDermitt. from
Lusk, and other places started out as soon as
news of the fight was received and this
afternoon another large party left Douglas for
the scene of the fighting.

BODIES REACH NEWCASTLE.
Special to The Leader.

Newcastle, Wyo. Nov. 2 — Jim Davis
and D. Hackney have arrived here with the
bodies of Miller and Falkenburg and the
excitement is intense. Another portion of the
posse are bringing in the prisoners, horses and
outfit and ts expected to reach here tonight.
There is much talk of a wholesale lynching
and it is possible Company A of the Wyoming
National Guard will be called out to guard the
redskins. The companies here, at Butfalo and
Douglas have been instructed by Governor
Chatterton to hold themselves in readiness to
take the feld at a moment’s notice. It is
improbable that the state troops will be called
upon as there is a sufficient number of
deputies tp handle the hostile Indians and
these are better able to engage the Indians than
the troops.

A Bad Indian.

Sheriff Miller had several times received
word from Eagle Feather that he could not
take him and challenging the officer to attempt
it. Fagle Feather also goes by the name of
Smith and is a highly educated Sioux and a
graduate of' t he Carlisle Indian college.



Governor Takes Action.

Governor Chatterton. since he received the
first news of the fighting, has kept himself
well posted on events and has taken steps to
call out the National Guard if necessary to
quell the uprising. He has called the attention
of the chief of the bureaus of Indian affairs to
the outrage and will ask that hereafter no more
Indians will be permitted to leave their
reservations to hunt in Wyoming.

The Cheyenne Daily Leader
Vol. XXXVII Number 74
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Page 2

The later reports published in yesterday's
Leader about the Indian trouble have since
been confirmed. There was only one
engagement and the result was the death of
two officials and four Indians.

The Rosebud agency Is a new title to the old
Pine Ridge agency, but it would appear that
the character of the Indian has not been
changed.
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FIGHT WITH INDIANS

Two White Men and Four Bucks Killed
on Saturday on Lightning Creek.

Sheritf Miller of Weston County, Louie
Falkenburg of Douglas and four Indians
were killed, and a squaw seriously wounded
on Lightning creek, just below the mouth of
Walker and about forty-five miles north-east
of Douglas, on Saturday last, as a result of
an attempt on the part of Sheriff Miller and a
posse of twelve deputies to arrest the red-
skins for killing game. The Indians were
from the Pine Ridge Agency, numbering
twenty-two bucks and about forty squaws
and papooses. An attempt was made to
arrest them on Friday while they were still in
Weston county; but the Indians defied the
officers and was compelled to retire for
reinforcements — the Indians mean while
crossing the line into this county where they
were intercepted Saturday. A demand from
Johnny Owens. who was in charge of the
posse that the Indians surrender was ans-
wered with a rifle shot which fatally
wounded the sheriff, and for a few minutes
a veritable battle raged — the Indians finally
scattered in all directions.

A telegram from Lusk Sunday forenoon
brought the first news of the battle, and
Sheriff McDermott and deputy Tom Cook
set out for the scene of the trouble
accompanied by Messrs, Morton, Williams.
Mecum. Potter, Moore, Burbank. Hubbell,
Wright, Heddon, Parsons and Rhoads. On
their arrival on the battlefield, however, they
found the dead Indians buried and the bodies
of Miller and Falkenburg enroute for
Newcastle — the fleeing redskins having
made good their escape with no prospect of
catching them this side of the reservation.
Sherift McDermott reached Lusk yesterday
and lett on the evening train for the agency
where he hopes to intercept the murderers.

The body of Falkenburg will be brought
here for burial — he having been a resident
of this section for seventeen years in the
capacity of range hand and trapper.

As we go to press we learn that 2 Weston
County posse, headed by Lee Mather, cap-
tured nine bucks and ten squaws on
Cheyenne River yesterday afternoon. which
were taken to Edgemont.

Acting Governor Chatterton has made a
demand on the agent at Pine Ridge for the
arrest of the redskins believed to be impli
cated, and if their identity can be established
Converse county is up against a lengthy and
expensive trial, with the possibility a dozen
hangings as a fitting finally.
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Scrap With Indians

Our annual trouble with Indians for
violating state game laws occurred again and
this time it proved more serious than ever
before. Late Saturday night Steve Franklin
came to Lusk and said Sheriff Miller of
Newcastle with 12 men undertook to arrest 24
Indians on the head of Beaver Dams for
killing Antilope. but that the Indians resisted
arrest and a battle with Winchester rifles
followed. In the fight Sheriff Miller was
wounded and L. Falkenburg , a trapper, was
kiiled. Dr. Brownrigg was sent at once to the
scene of the trouble, but the wounded sheriff
died about an hour after he was shot.

Early Sunday morning a posse of eight men
left town to reinforce the crowd that was
supposed to be holding the Indians, but when
they arrived it was found that the red skins had
stealthily taken tlight during the night. Four
[ndians named Chief Smith, Black kettle, Gray
Bear and a boy 15 years old were killed in the
battle which ensued and they were rolied in
their blankets and planted under “8teen inches
of earth on the field of battle. An Indian
wagon was still on the ground and it contained
Chief Smith’s wife with a bullet wound in her
left shoulder and three squaws nursing her.
The wound is serious and it i not thought that
she will recover.

After the fight the Indians split up into
small bands and started for the reservation.
some going in one direction and some in
another. By the time officers and posses
arrived there no Indians were lett and a pursuit
for the escaped ones was begun. but without
success the Indians having got too much of a
start for the posses to overtake them. Probably
ere this the Indians have reached the
reservation, and it now remains to be seen
whether ot not the government will allow
them to be arrested. brought back to Wyoming
and stand trial for violating the state’s game
laws and resisting arrest [rom our officers.

Since the above was put in type the Indians
that escaped were captured about 20 Miles
east of Edgemont, South Dakota, by aposse of
Indian police, who heard of the trouble here
and came out to meet the [ndians. who were
heading for the Pine Ridge reservation, Sheriff
McDrermott passed through Lusk this
morning with the Indians and they will be
given a trial at Douglas.
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THE INDIAN TROUBLE

About the 20" of October word was brought to
Sheriff Miller that several bands of Indians were
in the southern part of the county killing game and
that not satisfied with violations of the game laws,
they had killed stock on the range.

That the laws should be enforced and the
property of our people be protected, Sheriff Miller
organized a posse of deputy sheriffs and started
them out October 23. He having other business to
attend to started the next day and joined his men.

Then went in search for the violators of the law
finding a small band of six men and six squaws
near the mouth of Lance Creek. These were
disarmed and sent back to Newcastle, they were
brought in by Deputy Elton, Ed Buchanan and
Arthur Edlund.

The rest of the party then started for Thunder
Basin where it was reported the Indians were.
Arriving in that country it was said that the
Indians had gone south. They were followed and
a band of over twenty bucks and thirty squaws
were overtaken on the Dry fork of the Cheyenne
River, Miller demanded their surrender, and upon
their refusal held a long consultation with them
but without avail as their chief, Charley Smith or
Eagle Feather, refused to submit to arrest plainly
telling the officers that they were not strong
enough to take them, and even stating that if the
officers wanted trouble they could have it. Seeing
that his force was insufficient to force a surrender,
Sheriff Miller withdrew his men, The next day he
secured additional men and followed the redskins
coming up with them on Lightning creek, about
three miles below the Beaver Dams. On Saturday
evening October 31, Miller’'s force now
numbering twelve men besides himself and
thinking it strong enough to force the Indians to
surrender, they intercepted them and the sheriff
called to them repeatedly to surrender. They
refused to halt and upon the order being repeated
several times, one Indian fired upon the officers.
The fight then became general and lasted several
minutes. Louis Falkenburg, one of the deputies,
was the first white man to fall be being shot
through the neck.

Immediately afterward Sheriff Miller was shot
through th thigh, the femoral artery being severed
close by the body. In a very few moments and
before the fight was over, Mr. Miller had lost so
much blood as to be very weak and in less than half
an hour he had passed away. The Indians broke and
ran when it was found that five of them had been
killed and Chief Smith badly wounded, dying the
next day. Several others of the Indians, from five to
ten, were wounded but how seriously is not known.
Those who so gallantly stood by and upheld their
gallant leader were, Oliver Johnson, Jack Moore.
James Davis, John Owens, Fred Howell, Ralph
Hackany. Louis Falkenburg, Frank Zerbst. Charlie
Harvey, Steve Franklin, Henry Coos and George
Fountain.

Word was immediately sent to Lusk, the nearest
point and Sunday afternoon a message was received
here announcing the fight. The account being
meager, the whole community were kept in
suspense. Being Sunday it was very slow getting
any word to Lusk or Douglas. Late in the evening an
answer was received from Lusk stating that Sheriff
Miller was seriously wounded. A special train was
secured and Mrs. Miller accompanied by Miss Allie
Jewell, Dr. Horton and Deputy Sheriff Nichols went
to Crawford to take the Northwestern train to Lusk
to render what assistance was possible.

About three o’clock Monday moming a party
came in with the bodies of Sheriff Miller and Mr
Falkenburg. Word was immediately sent to Mrs.
Miller who returned on 41.

Monday night a posse under Deputy Sheriff Lee
Mather of Crook county was sent from here to
Edgemont to intercept the Indians on their way to
the reservation and early Tuesday morning captured
them between Edgemont and Ardmore, there being
nine bucks and twelve squaws in the band. The rest
of the band including Chief William Brown have
probably made their way in safety to the reservation.

Tuesday Indian Agent Brennan arrived here and
the authorities delivered to him the party held here
and sent them home. The party captured near
Edgemont were taken to Douglas.
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Cheyenne Daily Leader
#84 November 15, 1903

Indians At Fault
RESULT OF GOVERNOR’S INVESTIGATION OF TROUBLE WITH THE SIQUX

Shooting of Sheriff and Deputy Absolutely inexcusable and Chief Executive will insist on
Trial, if for no other purpose than to Vindicate Dead Officers — A Decided Stand.

In an interview, Governor Chatterton made public the result of his investigations made during his
recent trip to Central Wyoming, in regard to the respansibility for the Sioux outbreak. The Governor
ascertained that shortly before the fight it was reported to Sheriff Miiler of Newcastle that a band of
Sioux Indians were not only illegally hunting game along the border of Weston and Converse counties
but were also slaughtering the cattle of the ranchmen. These reports were so authentic that the
sheriff organized a posse of six men and started in search of the Indians, meeting them on the Dry
Fork of the Cheyenne river. When the officers first reached the Indian camp the bucks were out
hunting. Upon their return the sheriff demanded their surrender. Some of the Indians were willing to
come in but others were not, the latter saying that they were under Charley Smith or Eagle Feather —
his Sioux name. Smith became defiant when the sheriff told him that the indians were violating the
law and replied that Miller had not men enough to take them. He then ordered his party to break
camp. As they started the sheriff and his posse went with them for some distance, urging them to
surrender and submit to the law. Smith refused and the sheriff party again overtook the Indians on
Lightning Creek the day after, about sunset. Demand was made upon the Indians to halt and
surrender. This was repeated three times when the Siouxs opened fire. The officers replying
immediately. The Indians fled as soon as they saw that some of their party were shot.

The Governor stated that there can be no question as to where the responsibility lies. The Indians
were violating the laws of the state of Wyoming-knowingly and willfully-and the murdered officers

were martyrs to their duty.

The Governor declared that he would insist on a thorough trial, if for no other reason than to
vindicate the dead officers and present their sacrifice in proper light before the people. “This matter”
said the Governor, “has been noticed all over the country and Wyoming, for the sake of it’s own good
name, must go to the bottom of it, and the indians, if they are the ones who did the killing, must

meet with proper punishment.”



Clipping from unidentified newspaper.
{Illegible words) And Deputy Fallkenberg in a Fight Eighty Miles South of Newcastle, Saturday Evening.

Late information from the scene of the fight between Sheriff Miller and posse and a band of lawless indian hunters says
that the fight occurred on Lightning creek in Converse county, eighty miles south of Newcastle on Saturday an hour
befare sunset.

Sheriff Miller of Newcastle, ex-Sheriff Owens and a posse of eight men had followed the Sioux, who were from the Pine
Ridge agency, to the beaver dams with warrants for their {(words illegible) killing game. The Indians refused to surrender,
and the posse allowed them to pass, and securing four additional deputies headed the Indians in a valley at the beaver
dams and demanded they surrender.

The Indians, headed by Charley Smith, otherwise known as Eagle Feather, without replying shot and instantly killed
Deputy Falkenburg. The shooting then became general on both sides. Sheriff Miller was shot in the hip, dying from the
wound.

Five Indians, including the notorious Eagle Feather, were killed and five badly wounded of who three are not expected to
tive. The Indians then scattered and struck out for the Dakota line. There were 22 bucks and two squaws and children in
the party.

Sheriff McDermott of Westan county, Deputy Cook and a posse of twenty cowboys from Douglas and Lusk, all heavily
armed, are in pursuit of the Indians and (illegible words) overtake them before they reach the state line, but as the
indians had a long start of them this is highly improbable. Pursuing parties from Lusk and other places have returned
home.

The dead Indians were buried, while the bodies of Sheriff Miller and Deputy Falkenburg were taken to Newcastle, where
they were buried. {Illegible words) yesterday said Sheriff Andy Nielsen of Sheridan and a posse had captured and were
holding nine buck Indians at that place, awaiting orders.

J.R. Brennan, Indian agent at Pine Ridge agency arrived in Newcastle Tuesday night. He was greatly worried about the
Indian trouble and feared an outbreak at the agency. Up to that time he had failed to get any advice from Washington.

The father and mother of Sheriff Miller also arrived at Newcastle Tuesday night. There is great excitement (lllegible
words) game and killing cattle in southern Weston and northern Converse county for several years, and this fight is the
outcome of it.

Vol. 74, Mo. 15 Douglas Budget Sept. 10, 59
Lightning Creek Indian Battle Site Marked

Clark Bishap, accompanied by Al Sims and Rod Thomson, recently marked the site where the Lightning Creek Indian
battle was fought in 1903. It is located on land owned by Mr. Thomson and the description is as follows, NW % NW1/4.
Sec. 19 Twp 37 Range 66. The site was survey by Mr. Bishop, and never before had been marked.

A steel marker post was placed near the tree where Sheriff Miller of Weston county was shot; the tree being identified
from an old photograph in the passession of Sheriff Miller’s daughter, Mrs. {ilegible) Oliver, of Newcastle. Sheriff Miller
died a few hours later at an old log cabin which at that time was Jakie Mills’ cow camp, according to records of the
battle.

Mr. Bishop inscribed with a chisel at rock for the marker and it reads “Sheriff Miller died here Oct. 31, 1903. Kid by
Indians.” He also marked another rock with the inscription, “Indian died here, 1903.” And placed it over an old Indian
grave near the cabin.

An informal petition to the Wyoming Historical Society asking that they erect a marker at the site of the Lightning Creek
Indian Battle of 1903 is at the Budget office and all interested persons are asked to please sign their names to it. One of
the first signatures to appear on this petition is that of Rep. Keith Thomson, who is wholeheartedly in favor of the
marker, according to a letter received by (illegible words).
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