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ENCOUNTER BETWEEN SIOUX INDIANS OF THE PINE RIDGE AGENCY,
8. DAK,, AND A SHERIFP'S POSSE OF WYOMING,

LETTER

FROM

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

TRANSMITTING

BECORDS Grma A HISTORY OF THE RECENT ENCOUNTER
BETWEREN SIOUX INDIANS OF THE PINE RIDGE AGENOY,
8. DAX., AND A SHERIFF'S POSSH OF WYOMING.

JANuARY 27, 1004,-—Referred to tho Commitieo on Indian Affatra and ardered to bo
printed.

" DrPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
' ' _ - Washington, January 96, 190},
Sir: I have the honor to triansmit herewith papers from the files and
recoida of the Indian Bureai, giving a higtory of-the recent encounter
botween coértnin Sioux Indians of the Pine Ridge Agency, S, Dak.,
and n shorift’s posse from Wyoming, which resulted in the i{'illing of
the sheriff and one citizen and séveral Indians, - o , _
These papers are forwarded for the information of the Senate, and
I eoncur in the recommendation of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
(whose lettor of tho 23d instant is also herewith), that the snne he pub-
lished as a Congressional documaont, o
Veory vespectfully, E. A. Hrroncoexk,
Seeretary.

The PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORN UNITED STATHS Smmfr;«j.

DurARTMENT OF THR INTRRIOR,
Oryiok or INDIAN A¥Faimg,
, o - Washington, Janvary 93, 190}
Srtr: The correspondenco in vegard to the troubles in Wyoming last
fall betweon o party of Indians and u shérifi’s posse ave respectfully



) SIOUX INDIANS OF PINE RIDGE AGENOY, 8, DAK.
forwarded. [ recominend that thoy be sent to the Senate with the
request thit the snime he published as a Congressional document.
Very vespectfully, ‘
W. A. Jonws,
‘ ' Commadssione,
The SroraTany op tHE INTERIOR,

[Telegram. |

B Creyenng, Wyo., November 1,
CovmissroNer INDIAN Arrairs, Washington, D. C.: R
Reliahle information 101_{(. recelyed by Chattorton; governor of Wyoming, ¥ ;
Indiany bad been illegally hunting on” Lightning Creek; in Wyetning, 40 inilog from
Lusk, on Northwestern road, Sheriff Miller seriously shot through hip by Indlanas,
and member of lily posse, Falkenbutg, killéd, Three Indiany killed.” Indians
reported By Putnani; county ¢lerk Weston Cotinty; Wyo., to e Pine Ridge, News-
paper men hero received inforination ‘later saylug Indians wers Crows.  Balanés of
}mrty'oi'l;'ullann at large in Wyoming sipposged to be headed eastward toward Craw-
ord, Nobr, Suggest you reach them througl agonts or military éhannels and deliver
them to proper ruthoritles. Kindly adviso mo whaether you haye earller or fullor
information” concdriiing matter, Governor Chatterton, ﬁeru in my office, desires

carliest possible information and action, ‘

Francis B, Wangren,

[Telegram.]

. Cunvenye, Wyo., November 2, 1903,
Hon, W, A, Jownsng, ; :
Comaissioner fndion Afaivs, Washinglon, D, C.; ; 1

Y our nicseago recoived,  Runnor lito T froni sent of trouble yeport 8 to 10 Indiang
killed, about same number wounded, and ahont samo nuinber taken prisoners,
Awmong priconers one styled Chief Eaglo Feather, Underataiid another Indian in
party yob at largo goes by nanio of Smith; formerly Carlisla student. Shoriff first
reported wounded hag sineo died,  Under sheriif and party still in pursult of Indians,
who have been reinforced. First fight occurred Friday or Saturday; another oile
i,zesterd':t}". Jooks H;lllﬂ“?',__.ﬂlld—.l fear farther trouble, Suggest thag elose watch be

ept on Indinns at agencles for fear of Jargor numbers at largo and still more serious
consequenced.  Indlans said to he Sioux, ' '
Francm B, Wannen,

[Telegram.]

_ Pive Rinan Aawnoy, 8, Dax., November 2, 1903.
Cosysstonen-INDIAN Avwalns, Washinglon, D, C.:

A fow of our Indlane traveling on permit through Wyoming reported In troiiblo”
with oflicers at. Neweastle,- Just reco.ivml tolegram_ sheriff and oho citizen killed
and thieo Tndiang killed,  Am requested fo go Neweastle ab once to help steaighten
nutter out,  Should T go would expense of trip forself and interproter he anthorized?

Buennan, Agent,

[Telegron, )

‘ _ ; P Rinor Aoency, 8, Dax., Novemdbgr 2.
CoMMISsIONER OF INDIAN AKFAIRS, Washington, D, C.: N
Sinuq_t{éleg‘r".n‘lpllihi,{ you this p. m. have recoived tolegram from Nowenstle, Wyo,,
that tho sherift and porso of vitizens charged to arvest soma of our Indians) Aght
ensued; sherifl and one eitizen killed.  Twenty Indinng roparted killed.  Urged to
coma ab onee. Leavo for Noweastle to-night,  Will advise you of the situation on
my arrival, ' '
BitkNnan, :igcnt,
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[Tolegram.]

CoMMIRSIONKR OF . INDI AFFA
miles siorth'of Lusk » fight
them, from Pine Rid

. nforniation’ at hand, 35
e~ 20 Indiang, some'of
{g and 1

en die] lin; 1 squaw, killed; -also’ sherl .
deputy, About 10°Indian-families under arrest here; will ‘start them for agendy .
to-morrow, In my opiiion 4 mistake wag made in- irecipitating the fight, - Wonld -
recoinimend that United States attornay of this dintrict be directed to, on behalf of
Departmient, make a thorough investigittion. Am nssured by officers of thiy county
that no farther trouble will cccur. :

Birenwan, Agent

[Telegram,]
Hor Sprinas, 8. Dax:, November 4.

Consissionsr oF INDIAN. AFrams, Waslitnglon, D. Cr PO

My lelegram to yoii yesterday substantially correct, - A sheritt and: ponse from
Wyosning arrested hifio Indians and their fathilies néar Edgémont, 8, Dak., last night,
They are suppored to 116 part of the party-engaged in fight Baturday. Tried to have
them released pending investigation; ‘officers insist on taking 't?xem_, to: Douglasy
Wyo,; for hearing; moly viclence: thredtened; the governor shou id bo telegraphed
at once that he will -be_held responsible- for saféty of Indians now. under. arreab,
United States attorney should Le ordered to Douglas toses i‘iiatice is done the Indians
under arrest, In my opinion the killing of the six Indlans repoited was totally
unjustiflied, 'Will Lo at dgeney in morning.

Brennay, dgent.

[Telegram,}

‘ o L P_lNH Rinar Aagrsoy, 8, Dak., November 4,

Commisaronen o INprax Awrains, Washinglon, 1. C. L=

Tvorything <!uiet on resorvation. No oxcitement, nor is there likely to be any
amoig our Indiansg, ; - '

Brensan, Agent.

[rr'elegram,]

" s R Wanminaron, November 5, 19083,
Governor CrarrertoN; Cheyenne, HWio.: 5 e ‘ R .
Havo roports that gherlif 'mld}mmp’ﬁom Wyoining, on-3d instant, arrested nine
Indiang and thelr familles near BEdgemont, 8. Dak:, who are supposed to be of party
ongaged in fight ofi Baturday last, and tliat ofticers insisted in faking them to Dong-
lng, _V't'rd.,» for ?heari_ri?';‘mob'vi()l,dnce‘_t.li'reato_ﬁéd. - In'view of public excitement and
avident hostility of whites, respectinlly vrgothit you takonll necessary means st your
cominand to protect lives and persons of l&zidianﬂ, ag un act of simple justice to them:

‘ R _ ; ¥, A; Hireicoexk,
' Secyebary.

) [Telegram.]

Pivi Rmax Aarney, 8, Dax,, Novenbir 6.

CoMMISSIONER. OF : INDIAN -A¥Fains, Waalinglon, D. C.: -

A adviged by United Btateés attorndy; Cheyonne, Xreluninaryixea ing of Imlianu -
under arreat set for 12th instant ab Douglas, Wyo, Am askel “intérpretor.

Will send ofiiefal intarpretor at- Department expense, Everything [niet here; liavo
seen nearly all ghiefs and -hieadmen; oxplained mattor to them; thay are porfectly
satisfled with what we are doing (o stralghten the matter out and to leb law take its
Course, :

BRENNAN, Agent;
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DEpArTMENT 05 JUSTICH,
_ e Waahington, D. C., November 6, 1909,

S Your letter nﬂf,?éﬁtb_rday’,;-lndlbai:_i*g'"'cqiilég ‘of conmunicationa from Agent
Brennan of tho Piie Ridge Agenoy, 8. Dakiyand the Conimissionior of Indian Affairs,
w;l'gf(liilg the arrest of nine Indiand and their familiés near Edgemoiit, 8, Daki, by
n gheriff's popse fror W?'aiiii‘n’g,iﬁ.ild requesting that the proper United States attorrio
be directed t6 protiet the iinterests of the Tidians under arrest, was duly received,
and the United States attorney for Wyoming wus yesterday instructed by tolegraph
tfij glnfc'nd sald Indians und Yo take steps to protect them from threatened mob
violenee,

Respectiully, W, A, Day,
Acting Altorney-Glenered,
The SecrerAny oF THE INTERION,

[Telegram,)

, I Cmvenng, Wyo., Novenber 8,
ATTORNEY-GRNERAL, Washington, D, C,;

Cans ot gomo one from’ Pine Ridge Agondy, or clsewhere, bo detailed to ascortain
fuets iy Indlan matter?  United States distriet coiirt convenes hero Mouda{; humber
of important cases, I will, however, in person attend the preliminary hearing at
Douglas on Thuraday next. L ,

Burxn, United States Atlorngy.

Nore.—Thin lg'n copy of a telegram brought here informally by represontative
Departiment of Justice,  Ho waa fnformied that Agent Deennan and Special Agent
MeNichols would be ordered to attend the hearing. QT T

[Tolegrany.)

SiwanneEunAry, 8, Dax,, Novembor 7,
JoaisstoNer INnnian Aweams, Washinglon, D. Ci:
Now ea route Plng Ridge Ageney, _ ]
MoNenovs, Speclal dgent.

Pini Rinar Aarney, 8, Dak,, November 10, 1903,
Bin: 1 have secured tho story of the recent {ronblo in Wyoming from the Indiang’
standpoint, Aniong othiord 1 hiave the statoment of Last Bear, an Indlmi 63 yonra
old, who was shot through tho bady in the fight, but who eseaped to the resorvation
and is likoly to live; nlso a statoment from his wife and a statomont put forth by tho
Oglala couneil aa tho Indiang’ vorsion of the affair, I have also geon two stateinonts
made Major Cheover, U, 8. Army, from Indiats who escaped to the reservation,
These all indieate that the whites wero the aggressorsand the Indinus wero largely
bDlamiolens, : : _ ‘ vt s g
[ leave this alternoon for Nowcastle; Wyo., tho county seat from which tho posse

waa organized, and the eounly of the deceased sheriff, whero I expect {o get a state-
mont from gomo of the wlito particlpants; o ——

Thi hearliig at Douglas, Wyo., wh‘ch I am direeted to attend by oftico telegram of
November 7, has been postponed until Saturdny, Novomber 14, ab 8 2. m, 1 oxpect
to reach thero ak noon on tho 13th and have a talk with the 10 Indiana thore in jail
hefore tha heurin‘gi; e, bl e i

I présume the hearing will bo comploted by § o'elock Saturday évening, so that
I can'get the train back to anwford,'ji!cbi-., that uight. So farng I cannow forcaco
my work in'this cage will then ho completed and my advice is that you will wiré mo
n new pesignmont to Crawford, Nobr., on Saturday, Crawford is'the junetion of tho
Burlingtonand Northwestern (I'llichorn) and i3 the best ‘i)oint,frdm which to proceed
In any direotion,  For rdagsonw formerly oxplained I desire to work in the Northwest
a8 {ar as poseibli, ;

Vory respectfully, Cirag, 8. MeNwentons,

Speciad rdian Agent,

Tho CosxmissioNenr oF TNDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, D. C.
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Everything quist on the reservations, Agen} Brénnan appears 16 haye acfed with
goqd_'jiljdgl,__n“en,t'_th_i‘q‘u%l_mut,gii_jcligi?._n._ht_s trusted {o act with discretion nivd judgiient.
My advices aro that the Wyoming authorlties are disposed to glve the Indiang o fair
hexring, and If this is.dond there will be no further trouble, ,
MceNictons.

[Telegran.]
: : - Dovauas, Wvo., November 14,
Commisgronsr. oF INDIAN ArrAtrs, Washiiglon, D. C\: - L
_The nine Indiang leld hire on chaige of murder of sherlif aiil deputy in Wyo-
ming were acquiited.  Indlan sido of tight not heard, Will'take Indiang hoineon
tmin to-morrow. ' ' _ :
Bruwwan, dgent.

[Teiegran.]

‘. . Crawvonn, Nenw., November 16, 1903,
CoMmissioNER OF INDIAN Avvains; Washington, D, C.:
Leavo for Rosebud Ageney first traln,  Indians in jail at Douglas all roleased,
MoNreors, Special Agent,

Comatrrrer oN Muarary Arrains, Hotse or REPRESENTATIVES,
: . Washington, D. C., November 15, 1003,
My Dpar B T lla'vb';thh‘lim‘i?or‘to.tt'ahsuiit‘-],1,'(51‘(;’\%_',{{:_11"(:011'{5( of lotter written hy
Prof, A, 1. Putnam,; coimty clerk of Weaton County, Wyo., to the governor of onr
Htate, relative to the late Indiantroubles in that loe:litty. o
I have known Professor Putnnin for ten'or twelve years, Fora long time ho was
prinelpal 'of onr dclicols, . He i i man of tho highest charactor, and noted sa being
conservativa and careful in his statements, . . _
Thinking that this letter might interest you, I have taken tho liborty of tranamit-
ting a copy herewith, . '
“Vory, respectiully,

¥. W, MonpeL,
IHon, W. A, Jonus, _ :
Commmissioner of Indian Affuirs, Department of the Tnterior,

o o ~ Nrwoasrie, Wyo,, xﬂra'wmiber 10, 1908,
Dear” Govirnon: Sevoral- timea T had afarted to write you a full account of the
troublo through which ‘wé havo passed recently, but intervuptions have provented

mo from doing eo heretoforo, B L e o

In the outset, T wish to assure you that our people fnlly appreciate tho prompt and
hearty manner in which yoil havé given ua sapjiort in every pogeiblo way from the
firat, ~ By us, I mean the people of tho State and weof this county, who feol that
under the ¢iréumatances we are tho ones ‘most vitally-interested; and in-thelr behnlf
I wish to edrnestly j_th_a._nk.y_o’\r-.fOr_y;)j(_i,i‘.;?rqmi)t"pro[f__’e;t ‘of .every nssistance in'your
power, evoii to the ¢alling out of tho Stata troops, which, under the eircumstances,
dtid yiot peom. to s necessary or adylsable, as the Indirng were no longer making o

stand, but were making every possible effort to escapo. . ... -~ 7

The wholo story has beoi pisictically correctly told, and the trug facts aro generally
known; but thinking that possibly you miy have oceasion to have i cotinected state-
- ment of the faots, I will reliearsé tham ag correctly as it is possible tode, .

About Oetober 20 to 22 & party, which hai beenon o hunt in the southern part of
this county, returned and reported that séveral bands of Indians wore killifig game'in
the southern part of this county and the northern border of Cétiverse County, They
also:gaid that, not contont with killing game, they were '-,k_illinﬁ cattlo, and werd so
axpiieit in their statements asg to say that'soveral head of enttle killod by the Indians
had been seen by them oix the ringe. '
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Woro ropiokt nd 5o’ @f"gmits i positive were
‘ § B 't\iht‘, althotigh'i é;th&}“a ckitten; Bheriff
Miller thoughit it his duty to. look aftor the matter and it a sfop to'the lawbreaking
aind to-protect the property of our et ws; which'it was snid:was ‘béing destroyed,
Ho tharofors orgiinizéd a; posse of slx. mon and started thein out October 23, He had -
sonie husiness to attond to that duy. whieh made it impossibls for him to start with
them, but the next day ho went, mecting his nién at- an agreed place, Thoy soon
canie ap with s ginall band of Tmilians near the mouth of Lance Oreek, and, disaymi-
ing then, sent them back to Newcastle, under chirge of Deputy Hilton, of ti}«) posse,
and: W, B Buchanan and A, Edlund, whom, he depiitized for that. purpose. The
balaned“of” the i}'oﬂﬂ@,; to which one moro man“had been added, then, started for -
Black Thunder Basin; where [t was ‘reported was dnother band.  Before. resching
there the Indiany had left "%oin gouth, The triil was followed for a time, but was
‘days’ riding the Indiang were located. near the Dry Fork

soon lost; and aiter sévomi
of the Oheyenno River. A AT S i i T
The sheriff and ‘deputies visited the canip on Fridny, October:30,. When the
oftlcera (rst reachied tho camp most of the bueks wore out Iiinting. - The officers waited
until their-roturn; and deimanded thelr sirrender. - Some of them were willing: to
comao in ‘with the oflicers if nll would, but said that they were under Charley Smith,
or Faglo Fedther, and-1f he would not consent to' come i they would remain with -
him:. Ho absolutely roiused to surrénder, and talked and acted quite deflantly.
Bheriff Millor told him-that he wanted no trouble, but lie liad 4 duty to perform,
whieli was shinply to arrest them ‘for violation .of the laws of ‘the State, Smith
roplied that he know the ahieriff’s dity as well s he himself did; that ho was neither
a tool nor criazy; but that ho was not golng to be arrested; flnally saju_m%,j “You can
not take s you haven’t meh onough.” o then ordered his party to break camp,
which was done.  As thoy started, the shieriff and party started along with them,
still urgliig them: 1o submit to arrest.  Thoy came_to & trail leading toward Now-
eastle, which their route ¢rossed. Miller then urged them fo take this trail, asking .
Smith to'direct them todoso,  This he refused to do  Miller then rade to tiie head
of the party, nsklig tho guide In dvance to tako this trail, o did not do so, but
stopped ‘mul;waltecﬁ' until all of the party came up, Smith was ngain asked to come
in, hut again rofused, o L o - ‘
Ay they stood discussing the matter, the bucks gatheved around the ofticers and
Smith told the oficers thal if they wanted tronbls thoy could have It.  Thero being
only 7 of the ofllcers and more than 20 of tho Indlans, tho foriner gaw that the only
thing to bo dono wan to withdraw, This they did, and Millor went to the ranches
in tho vh;init{ anel weeured wiore mon inttl he'lind 12 heaides himself, and, keeping
posted ag to the diroction taken by the Indlany, canoup with t_h‘_em;ourf;i%'ht_.ning
Oreek just bofore sunget on October 81, Demand was made upon the Indiang to
halt and survender, whieh wne ropeated, the mambers of tho posse say, at least
three timen.  The Indinng then opened dre_," tho officers roplying immediately after
ono or two sholy had becn fired.  Some of the Indians started away almost as soon
as the fight began and tho bulk of then: rotreated ag soon as they saw any of their
p:lrt.yrh’i}(’“mmi ahot.  Tho fight lasted but n fow minutes—probably from three to
five minutes—eay thoso epgaged init,- . G N R
When it wag over, it wad found that Deputy Falkenbirg - had been shot and
instantly killed, and Shorlff” Millor shot throngh the thigh and wag theén falnt from
the losy of bloo, the femornl artery having beon severed. It was.also found that 4
Indiang had been killed and 1 wounded—Smith, 'or Eaglo Feather, who died the
noxtday. I should have stated that Sheriff Miller died within half an hour aftor
the fight. -Several othora of the Indians were afterwards found to have beon wonnded,
Immnsedinlely after the fight Deputy Franklin was sent to Lusk, whore he roported.
the trotible, am, secindiig holp, réturncd to the scene to render what assistance was
posgible. - EFrom there (Tuak) we first réceived word of the trouble, the report com-
ing carly Sunday afternoon. -~ Upon recoipt of tho' message here’I wired you of it.
On Sunday. morning Doputies Davig and Hacknoy started. for this place with the
hodies of Millor and Falkenburg, ariiving hore Monday morning about 8 o' ¢lock,
: U‘pon recelving information on Monday, which indieated that the balance of tho
Indilans woro on thelr way to the reservation, 8 posse was organized here and took
the train for 1*‘.dr;'m_no’nt o intorcopt them. ‘This party was under qhhtﬁﬁ_‘bi Deputy
Bheriff Leo Mathers; of Crook County, who voliinteered hig gervices, ‘The men were
pleked inen, and all were sworn in as offlcord bofore leaving here, - Arriving at Kdge-
monl, they woro mat by Sherdf Petty, of Fall Rivor County; 8. Dak., an “he'made.
them his depntica mid sont one of his regular deputics with thein, - The party also
took from Edgemont an intorpreter, Karly tho riext morning they camo up with
tho Tndinag, and: frotting 1 n position to connuand tho red men, waited. for develop-
menls,  Tho Indinng woro in consuliation for p short thno, auid then sent one of their
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meri {owyaid thié oficats.
him.that the officers
thig-they demurred, and

d thelr giirrdnder, - To
16 gecotid ‘time: with per-

emptory ‘orders for thelr Immediate surretider, whioh' they Ansily ‘decided 16 do.
were given up; and they were taken to Edgemont after they had heen fed

; the officers buying them a quarter of beef.. - . o
arrived here Tueeday afternoon and mot the dounty officials
‘and the'sitation was'talked over. e was asked directly
§ to those who wore in the fight belng arrestéd, and'as directly
1 fact, he'said; lie would ‘assist .in-‘plm-‘-*}’rl*rel:enaiorsfiof
ight sticeéed In evading the officers and reaching the reservation,
eaching Edgmont; and how it conformed:{o:hig staternent to the
ré fully informed, ~ Thé Indiane in custody here were turned over
m, though: fe‘Wai}sj'"?lijantqui_' evidence to conviet them of the violation of the
game laws, but noons felt: like prosecuting them for such an offense after the so much
mote perious matters had occurred, . i o b
 While _egtidnkbgfthe, worst-0f the party are dead, those who were Most
responsiblefor -the difficulty with the officers; yet the sentiment here id that there
;.u-e Qtliiex;sg;f'the party who shonld be punished, as white men similarly placed should
o punished. o :
(R‘hisj includes all but the dloeing of the letter, after it had been submitted to the
membars of the posse.) .

oL A, -]_4. PurNaM, -
Hon, Fenimore CHATTERTON,
Cheyenne, - Wyo.

_ o _ Dinm Ringr Aduicey, 8. DAx., November 17, 1908,
Sir: As telegraphéd you from Douglas, Wyo,, on the 14th instant, the nine Indians
fromn this regervation arrested and charged with the crime of murder_-“'urc rveleased.
I reaohed homo with thom to-day, The prosecutio: spared no offorts to; if possible
have the Indiana bound over to the grand jury. Tusn witnesses for thoproaecutiqll,_a_ﬂ
momberd of the sheriff's posse who had the troubls with the Indians, wero presentand
ave their teatimony. We did not deny that thess Indians were in the party stopped
y:the sherlff. The evidence all wont to show that when the trouble ‘began'the
Indians all {riéd. to got away as fast ag possible, and that the battlo (as thoy called
it) did not last to exceed four minutes,. The witnesses wore all qlicstioned on tlila
point. -Iive wninutes wag the longest thme glven and three minnted tho least, Tho
prosecution did not prove that any of the nine Indians participated in the fight, nor
gid;._t_:__’)gy prove that theso Indiang conapirad in any way to murder the sheriff or his
United States Atlorney Burke did not deemn it necessary to put any of tho # Indians
on tho stand in-thelr own defense, - . . T T N
_ Aftor an all-dpy sossion, and’a night sesslon ‘lasting until 11 o’clock, and’ afte» all
the evidence was given by the prosecuition, tha United States attorney moved for an
acquittal of the 9 Indians, - The' judge, without comment or roimarks, declared tho
prisoners ‘! Nob gillty,”: and ordered them releaded. = v B
~ There was a large audience present at the night session of the trinl. Tho verdicy
was received’ by thoin with the greatest satlsinction; The sudience all rushed for
ward to shake hands with and congratulate the Indiana. - The only dissatisfied per
s0nA present wero the members of the sherlif's posse, who woro mixed up in the
troub*e’ aud. wero withesses against the Indians. . -Naturally thoy folt 'gret'ny gore.
-Not being ablo-to-leavé Douglas with the Indians after the trial Satirday night,
and under advice of United States Attorroy Birke, I arranged with the shariif to take
care of thein until Monday avening. (No traing out on Sunday,) iy sos 5 B
Total miraber of Indians killed, so far aa T am able to learn, was 4—one old man,
Black Kettle, aged 68 yeams; one bgg,_rm_up*wmw Elk; aged 11 years; Oharles Simith,”
z.%frédﬂ? years, and Griy Bear, aged 48 yoars, Two wounded—Smith’s wifo, shot in
shoulder ‘from behind;"and an old mannamed Tast Bear, 70 yéars of age, wad phiot
in: the bdck, tho'ball coming out” in front, alinost n{mqsitgf\ylmrp it went in,  Will
probably récoyer. The ll-Fe'ar-o__ltl‘ ho'{khle_d was shot ln"tho head.” The wholo top
of his head was blown off, Indicating that the party who did tho shooting was pretby
close to.the boy, e T G e LTS s G
Outsldé of a party of*9 vld Indians, men and women, that the shoriff arrested five
or six days proviots 1o the fight and wore hoing held at Nowcesstle, and whoin I hind
released on njrfﬁr‘ﬂt trip there, there was not {o’exceed 36 porsons, men and women,
voung and old, in the party that had the trouble with the shoriff, aid in fact wore
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the only Inddlang in that seetion of the country,. -Theso I’Goii]“ were. composed of
two partics, one known as the Smith party anil the olher the Brown party,: These
two partics wera mostly old people, ‘woro: given perinitd to vislt outside 6f the reser-
vation in the Black Hillg and vicinity for the purpose of gathering berries, roots, and

hérbs.  They wore noi given ‘ﬁ_""f{;.!‘f:ll_ﬂt to hunt, The bwo parties met nceldentally
some few days before the trouble and had arranged to go together,

Mr. Burke, Unlted Statea attorney, has instruetiona from the Department of Justico
to nmk'e‘ix'ffhh investigation ‘of the wliole-matter, o hay now the gworn evidence
of the whites, taken in shorthand at the trial. - He promised mo that ho would comi to
the agenoy and tike the teatimony of all the Indians whio were in the party when tho
sheriff- met thern, . S UL T

Wanld recommend that you urge tho Attorney-General to Insist on Mr, Burke
taking the Indiany’ ‘testimony, . - The Indiang' side of the queation shoitld be heurd,
Without thelr teatimotiy Mr, Burke would not be in a position to make a full report,

Mr, Burke linhd}éd the case for the nine Indiang in nice shape and did everthing
possible for their defenge, . . . g S e

Mr, Burks i a resident of Wyoming and ‘is placed in a rathor delieate position,
Wlhile I am'gatisfléd he will be'Tair in the matter, ho may not feel like sitting down
too hard on the cotrse pursuced by the sheriff and posse leading ' to tha trouble,’

The public liis heard one gida of tho queation, but hay not heard the Indlan sl
of it. Mr. Burke ghonld by all inéans get tho testimony of the Indians and send it
in with tho teatiniony of the sheriff's posse, Then the Department can form ita own
judgmont hn'the matter, _ _ _

_Mr, Mc¢Nichiols has, and is, making a thorough investigation of the whole matter.
Heo visited Nowenatley wan algo present at the trinl of the nino Indians. I presume
ho hiy gathered all the facts and evidenco necessary for n complete report of the
ocovrrance froin heghining to end, . , T T

The stand - I took for the Indians in:the mattér and the result of the trlal have
canged o bitter feeling against nio among the majority of the shorif’s posse and koo
of their friendn, -~ They are very lond in their bopsta of what Maondoll will do. 'They
toll about how he went to the Indlan Offico, klcked up a row, and rend tho “riot
act’ ‘to tho Comnisglonar; that he was going to have n Congresslonal investiga-
tion of the matter; would havea lnw passed compelling all Indians to reimaln within
the lhmits of their reservations; also, would have the agent removed, and n lot of
other ‘' rof,” - _ ‘ _

The more thls matter is investigated, in my judgment, the deeper Mr. Mondoll's
constituents will get thetr foot into i, 1 sce no reuson as yet to change my viows
in re;irml to this matter, ng reported. to you In my tolegrams Just aftor tho trouble,
Amv ol the oplnion roporfy of Bpeclal Indian Agent MeNichols and United Btates
Attornoy Burko wil}, in the maln, hear me out in position taken, that the killing of
the Indiang was unjustifiable, : o Poomn £ ‘ =

Inelosed find two of quite a number of lettors and messages recoived touching on
thig question, The gentiment expressed in theso lotters I find provaily generally
ol over thia section of the country, Ivén among a vory large éloment of the peoplo
in Wyoming in that geetion of tho Stato whore tho troublo cecurred,

Vory respectfully,

J. R, Buunnay,
United Stetea Indian Agint.
The CommsstoNer 0 INDIaN Apraina,
Waushinglon, D, .

- o - - Nrweanrnis, Wyo,, November 4, 1003,
To eitizens and all concerned: .
"Thigia to cortify that this ‘party of Indians, eonsisting of Two Iace and wife, No
Dress, wife, and daughtor, B}nc Torso Qwner aid wife, and John Black Wolf, are
Pemiunhle]ndhum ind wore in no-way concorngd in tho trouble.with the poseo of
Sheriff Miller on Lightning Creek, , i L
They aro on their way to the reservation under grders from Indian Agont Brennan;
and should not e stopped or arrested, bui should bhe allowed to proceed on thelr
way unmolested. They carry no arms and no one should have any fear of their
doing any harm,
Franx B, Fawcrrny
Chedvman Bowrd of County Commissioners,
J. R, BrRENNAN, _
Uniteed Stales Indiun dgent,
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. [Memorandtim,]

., Thege Indland wero imostly old people, soine of them 70 years old. More’ than
likely “had "fiot shot. a glin off in:twenty years. -Wora' dirested” about the 24th of
October, faken to Newcastle, put, under guard and held!withoiit charges being flled
ag1unat__£_hg§jii; or given o hearing in court, until my arrival at Neweastle on November
4, some fouirteen:days.. On learning the situation I demanded thelr release, which
was complied with, - L : _

The statement given to these Indians, and signedl by thé chalrnian of board of
county coininissioncry, speaks for itself, . , ot

Tho arrest and detention of these people was unealléd for and unjust.

Breynan. dgend.

The Indians who were mixed-ip in tho trouble with sheriffaand party in Wyoming
all tell'about the saie story as told i statements of William Brown; Dlack Keather,
and Last Bear and wife., They will'all testify under oath that they were fired into
firgt by the whites'and thib th'ez' did not know it waas the sheriff's party uatil they
were g0 informed after the shooting,

Brexnan, dgent,

_ } _Asteman, Wis, November 10, 1903.
L] g 4 {':lmlj,.tofreml_ your telegrain to tho Cowmmissioner of Indian
Affalrd at Washington, published in the Milwaukee Frco Press, Noveinber 6,

Thank God there i3 oho volise ralged in defenso’of the poor Didian, o

Every article ‘printe 4-all the blama on the Indlans; and in tho same articles
th_ey"snr. ‘*Tha aheriff and armed posse werg hiinting the Indiana for ton days,”’ and
whon the sherli was killed; the Indiand Gred first,. ; ‘

How'many times during. the hunt had the sheriff and armed posse flred on tho
Indinng? - And all-the trouble was caised by an overzealous game warden trying to
savo a littlo antelope for soine licensed hantor to shodt, . ... = :

I tho Indinns weré really doliig wrong, the Governimant has ldlo soldiord to shoot
them if they must he sliot; . They would not ab least imprisoti sqiinwa and babies, .

Sonio one should he punished, for the Indianas must have endured injustico hoyond
aceount boford thoy took the deaperato measire of retallition, If you ean ot pet
justice, appeal to _‘]}_’re‘g_klght.;:llgdoﬁév_élt. - He'ig:n liconsed- hiinter; ho knows those
desolato plaing, how little gnine there s, and that'the white man slanghters for sport,
the Tndian for food. Might and money niake right in the United States now, but
justicolives in thoo heait of the people, and many will pray that strength and sup-
port be glven you to protect the innocent. ' s o

Very sinderely, ' ; Mrg, J. F. Reprienb,

Diar Siri Wa'iwers vat

My, Brennan, Tndian Agent, Piné Ridge.

. o .« = Axrcugs, Nenn., November 6, 1903,
Dran Bin:. A few days ago when T.read an account of thia trotible with the Indiana
I wondered if thero wWagany man of .influence that had manhood and nerve enough
to conio out and demand an investigation; and ‘_t'o-da'iy whon I read the inclosed
notico in the Lincoln Star I was very mitch pleaged. to_find that thore was a man for
the occasion, and althotigh I may nevor have tho “of a pergonal acquaintance,
the stand you:have takei gives:yoir'n high staiiding in‘iiy estimation. | e
Tt 18 o high standard of elvilization wo are living under when a- few of theso pitia-
bly rapged heatliend are not permitted to . pasg peaccably through’ tho coutitry w'ilh'_
their sqiuws and’ papooses to visit with: thelr friends in other tribes withont heing
shut down ke coyotes by somo sherlif's posso; and to read of the posses that woro
seut ot from all the surrounding towns to do battle to this ragged little band of
heathong;&nd to hear that the troops had been reaidy to move on a moment's notico
is enotigh to take: ah honest citizen’sick; and if Thind ever'bden ‘conneeted in any
wliy.\'\‘i,th':_the"'gah¥‘thtit went to ‘do -battlo with this feroclous tribe I would never
want to show tny face agniti' among decent people,~ -~ .. . .
I will venture tho assertion that any man that had any kiowledge or influence
.with theso Indians could have gong ginong thom unirimed -and. delivered ‘{hem-into
the hands of the law without bloodslied. If the officers of the law would use half ag
much common sonso a8 the heathon Indians do such oceurrences would be unealled

b
L
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for, Hals off to'the iian that lends an army againgt a dozen miserdble specimens o,
humanity. that:one brave man could pot to flight with a toy'plstol,. I hope the
matter will be lionestly investigated, ag'T feel sire your statement I8 correct that the
killing of these Indians was uncalled for. I have no influence in such’ matters, but
wad inspired ad a lover of justice to wrilo you this letter of vncouragement on the
stand you have taken, B -
Yours, truly, A, B, TAvxiNuTON,

Mr, Brexnan, Edgemont, 8. Dak,

Newspaper stips.
{Blaci Hill paper,]
FILED A PROTENT,

Representativa Mondell, of Wyoming, hes filed a i‘ptct'esﬁ againat the management
of tho Indlan Agengy, at Pine Ridge, S, Dak,, with Indlan Comnilssionor Jories,
Ho payd bad management was solely the cause of tho'recent 'I{ndi&n;ki!ﬂl_ing in Wyo-
ming, --E:‘_Qc:ra_tar";-?’{itchcmk sent Hpecinl Agent Nichols, of ‘the Indian Burcau, lo
Pine Ridge, that gentlaman having already arrived there and begun the ilivestfgn-,
tion. Tho people of that section of Wyoming where the trouble occurred are
opposed to the Indians having permita to go there to hunt. Major Brennan
undoulitedly had guthority to issue the permits or he would not have done so,

[Dendwond Ploncer, November 11, 1908, [
PEE INDIAN AITUATION,

Those, who have studied the conditions surrounding the recent Indian troublo in
Wyoming dre inclined to helleve that the Indians were not wholly to blame, It s
unieistood that the Wyoming game laws have heéretofore made it lawful to kill deor
and antelope hetween November 1 and Decaber 31 of each year, and it is belioved
the Indians wero not aware of a change in tho law, They were congequently acting
as thoy helieved fully in conformity with the statites.;

Asido from thig there is another view to be taken of the situation, and according to
Judge-Tohn T, Burns, of Deadwood, who has ponsibly looked into the matter more
earetully than niny one ¢lgu in the country, it fa not unlnwful for Indlana to kill gae,
owhig to'the provisions of the Indlan treatics by which 'this territory was ceded.
Judge Burnd #ays according to thego treaties the Indians were permitted to hunt at
will, 'The Btates, e sy, nssumed control of the territory aub}ect tothese provisions.
I1e doubfy, therefore, 'if) 't_‘w Indiang were guilty of any violation under the construe-
tton that is to ba:placed .iqli'o'n' fto o ; s o

A fow years ngo, whilo Judge Burnd wax ftato’s atlorney of Butto Connty, similar
instances arose within his jurisdiction, and in fact open hostllitles betweon the
oflicers and the Indlans were narrowly averted. ‘I'his caso arose exactly ng'it did-in
Wyoming.  Oflicers were informed g'lmf; the Indians were traveling through ‘the
country killing gano unlawfully and get oub to arrest thom, The oflicers, being of
an inferior number, came back to Belle’ Fourche inclined to seek reinforcements.
lad thoy porsisted it is more than probable that there would have beon a killing, .-

Thiy inetdent éaused Judge Burng to go over tho matter with United States Distriet
Attorney J. I, Elllott, and "Mr, Elliott convinced him that the Indiang apparently
Lind & vight to hnt gae over this territory. - When the Indians ceded the region it
was cxpicss]r- atipulated that thoy should not be restricted in their hunting expedi-
tions, - Theo Indiang thereforo considered that thoy were in the right. . . g,
John R, Bretinan, Indian agent ab Pine Ridgo, ‘scemed to arrive on tho scene in a

remurkably shert time, und it is believed he will do éverything in his power t”cfi"l)rdf
tect the Indians involved intho trouble,” Mors than ‘]i{;el_ s these Indlang will be
sont. to Wyoming for-trlal, and Judgoe Burns believes n Uiited Btates attorney will be
sent liereto nasist In their defonse, Probably, when the facts dra all:known, the
Wyoming officers did aet with unnecessary haste. It is claimed that they invaded
tho ‘Indjan camp, seized tho Indiain wagons, live stock; and other. proporty, and
slarted ‘16 back toward Neweaatlo,  Some of the officors then continued after: the
Indiang who wero out ori o hunt. ~ These Indians were undoubtedly notified before
the officers reached them that the whites were on the warpath and had seized thelr
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ad they. reasoh to belieyo they weres'in the r §1 'woild have | ight.
Ong thing that would seem i fayor of the Indiang is that tha prinicipal offerders
have been killed. Those who are knowi to have aliot the officers et almost-imme-
diate death. It will therefore bhe less casy to convict the others who were engaged.

ballevo they w

e

IN CLASH WITH UNOLE ‘SAM—WYOMING. MAXES STHONG DEMAND FOR THE RIGHT 10
INVESTICATHE FHE RECENT INDIAN OUTRREAK, .

- November 5,190,

Yo:

P}

& dlash between the Wyoming

ni dians held at’ E%éﬁibﬁﬁ' 8. Dak. . Governor Chatterton
1atelegram from Indian Agent Brennan; at Edgemont, 8, Dak.,
ling of seven Indiangi '

_ _ n Converse County on last:Baturday was
... Jndians were traveling on road with their families in wagons

valve ri lfl_t,.tg'fc_',oﬁ_di_x'_(‘:_t‘ir_w'esti%:;bn”aa to viola:
0 nited States:in the Race Iorso ‘case

tion of its laws. .The ¢
passed on'those rights
rights, My information rega) fifly:
in my judgment, is to the interest of your Indiana,”. .

vise respéct niow, though late, for this' State’s

ould: advise res

Tn'a telegram to-the governor of South Dakota asking that the Indians be turned

over to the sherift of Converse County; Governor Ohatterton says: :
*The United Btates Bupreme Court,. {n the Race Horse cade gives States the right to

try and to gmii!h Indiang violating Btate laws, I ask that these Indians be treated
as any white man charged with crime,”’ - GE o i ;
No answer has, up to'this time, been received from the governor of South Dakota,

. CrRAWFORD, NEDR,, November 16; 1008, .

_8ir; Patsuant to instructions in land lotter of Novembir 5, 1003, T higve the honor

to report that I-have made a thorough investigation of the conflict between white
citizens of Wyoming and a-hand of SBloux Indiang from Pino Ridge Reservation,
8. Dak, This conflict took place on Lightning Creek; in Converse County, Wyo., on
Halloween, October 81,'1803, - ~ : : ' g

The whites in tho:party were headed by Sheriif Willlam Miller, of Neweastlo,
Weston County, and seveir of the men were from that place, something like 100 miles
from the scene of tho conflict. Bix mon wore added to tho Itmrty, on the day of the
conflict, four of ‘whom lved. in Converse Coniity, and two strangers from Wessing-
ton, 8 Dak,, on their way to the Black Hills, - . . = R A

The Indians. GO%PFMW the party intho ‘conflict wero: composed of two different
partica. from thé Pine Ridge Neservation that had united a day or fwo  previous.
One of these parties was lieaded by an Indisn nanied Williain Browii, who had loft
the reservation under-a pass, dated Beptember .30, 1003, with 156 fn{}_ians——men,
women, and children, The othor party was headed by Oharles 8mith, an educated
mixed blood, alleged to he a. ‘{;r_g,duii cof Carlisle School. Hig pass was dated
October 20, and was for:13 people, including men, women, anud children, o

‘The-anfted band was compaosed- o168 'male ‘adult “Indinvg; . according to -Indlan
ounts and information obtained at the agericy, although the whites allege that

nbered * from 22 to 95 bucks,” They had with them 15 wagons and soveral

they numb
oxtra ponles..
~In search of informa ] : . 0 Ao
November 8, and leaving on the afternoon of thio 10th, - Wh :
statements froni such of thral;‘:‘dl.é_;us’b,fjﬂié.gartyha had escaped back to the reserva-
tion, " From there T went to Newcastle, Wyo., the point from which’ }1;'),;‘;:@9&5‘0
started, and - Intéryiewed ‘such of ‘the white participants as:were willing to talk, I
fotind the feeling heto very bitter toward Agent Bronnan and tho Federnl authorities
and heard much threatening talk from a few hot-headed cltizens, A imajority, how-
ever, wore dlaposed {0 Ve ialr; alticugh very sore hecdusé of the death oi’ their
:_aher_'iff, and, ‘while regretting the affalr, were disposed to uphold the actlon of

their posse,-

fiation 1 visited the Ping. Ridgo Agoney, wwelving Sunduy,

; thorities snd 'thc Govorn-
10-Indian agent wished Governor Chatterton to -

"idii;’g”;killii’:i;"di%t‘s from yours. Alegal investigation,

lo”thero [ ,acci;'rc:i-'

o



12 SI0UX INDIANS OF PINE RIDGE AGENCY, 8. DAK.

Froni Nowenstlo T wont lo Dovglas; alohg with the white participanta in the affair,
to attend tho heaving of <the nine fndia‘na'oi the party whio hi'u{?‘{béé'ii arrested on
charge of murder at Wdgenioht, 8. Dak., some fonr dayg after the'affalr and taken to
Douglay and lodged “In jall. I Lieard the. evidenee given in this hearing by the
whites, which resulted In: th enso of all of the Indlans thers in custody,

* The eviderice glvenin th ;{; nt Douglas waa taken down by the stenographer
of United States District A ttorney Burke, and will, T presume, be available-for your
Ofllge throtigh the Department of Jostice, , o .

Whilent Newceastle T also procured o copy, of the Neweastlo Times contalning a
version of the affair. Thily aceount, the edifor nssired me, was very careilly pro-
pated, with members of Uie posse preseiit and approved by them, T sitbmitied this
newspaper decolint to léading citizens of ‘Nawcastle, including J. L. Balrd, a hard-
ware merchant and leading eapitulist, who declared that it was s faiv and trhthfal
accotiit, . I aldo submitted It to fornier Sheriff John Owen, who led in the fight and
asguinéd ‘chargo of the men after Sherifi Milior wan shot, and: he, too, declared it
wag acarefully prepared and entirely -truthful-adeount, In'all details it represents
the crystalllze neo given by the white participanta at the hearing. It also
reflectd” some of 'thé public sentliment and the motives of the men, not so plainly
bronght ouin tho ovidénce at the hearbg. . iy s m R

[ also submlt a tnap or diagram of the ground bf the enconnter, from a sketeh fur-
nighed mo by ex-Sheriff. Owen, A similar map prépared by the prosecuting attorney
of Converde_ County, who visited the seene, along” with members'of the posse, was
used in tho hearlng,” Therefore the map and' the positions of the parties are exclu-
sively from white gources, - R o T B .

Waving all contradictory ‘statomonts froih the Indiin participants ahd.accéb,ij:’%’"
only the story of tho whites, and o reasonable déduction  therefrom, with the help o
the mapy, I et not seo how the whites ”t-lu'l‘t:scn]pb the é'r;‘fii)_ﬁ'l]ff_sil)i]iby-Iorf'l,)récll)itating
the 'c_oiﬂ‘ii_it‘gthn reaulted in tho death of four Indiang, including o hoy twelve years
old, tho wounding of two other Indiang, ono of which wns & womin, and the death
of two of thelr own number, Including Sheelff Miller. - I can not eseape the conviction
that thig hand of 13 whites, urgoed on by a local sontiment of race hatred, hasstained
w'pago In Wyoming's history that o amotnt of bluster will over oftace, ‘

The story of the whife partioipants is that about October 20 raPorta were hrought
to Noweastle of thio unlowiul alaughterof antelopo by bandsof Indians.  As the New-
cantlo Tintes" offelal or approved dcconnt says: ;

“5ayeral of Neweastlo men feeling very incensed over tho actlons of the Indlang,
declded to puta stop to 3 and histily organlzed a posse of the following mon: Sherlff
Millor, B, i, Hton, R, B, Hacknoy, Jack dMoove, 'red Ilowoell, Jhm Davis, and D, G,
Johngon, ¥ ¥ % ‘ ; o " j :

“Torly Iriday inornitig, October 23, thesa men sot out, their hopes bBuoyant and
an-axpression ol do or dio written on theilr every conntenance,  Unanimonsly they
chose Mr, Miller ag their leader,”! : ‘ s .

The testimoiiy of soveral members of tho above posse waa to tho offect that some
two or threo days after leaving Nowenstlo thoy found aband of 12 Indians—06 bucks
and O squiws—whieh (hey placed wiider avrest, and sont them to Newcustlo under a
guord, - The evideneo did not clearly establish whother this band wes captured in
Weston County or across tho e in Converse County. ;

Somo days after the conflict Agent Brennan, of Pine Ridge, in investigating tho
trouble, found this band in jail at Newenstlo, withons any chargo lodged against
2_\0:n‘.-ﬁ']-[o demanded thelr release and: finally sceured it, with a safe conduet to the
State lne. L o A ; o . Ly “rn e . ;

The posse continued on thelr way for several days in search of Indians, . Bome of
them testificd that they found ntrail somae time after, which they followed by mcans
of u broken wagon, n wheel of which was supported by o ‘poio; which dragged the
ground:  Howover plain thelr trailmay have heen, tho ovidence is conclusive that
tho party logs it and were wandering arounid shaking inquiry for Indians,  On the
morhing of tho 30th of Detober the party pleked up a cowboy named Frank Zerbes,
who ¢lnimed thnt ho eould tale thet to n band of Indiang in o fow hours, _

Aboon on Fl"itlh’i'; October 30, the cighth day aftor leaving Noweastle; the party
enme upon the hand of Tndlang, with whieh the conflict oceurred on tho evening of
the dny following:. 'Thig was on the Dry Fork of the Oheyeniio River in Converso
County, TheIndiang had made theéir noon enmmp and several of the male Indians, on
horseback, wero ‘out from the camp, presamably hunting, . Tho posse took dinner
with tho Indiang ov rither with Mre, William Browin; wifoof thio leader of one of the
two bands, lately uiiited, which eomposed- tho Indian’ ')mtl,;r. T LR L

The whites allego that after dinner Shoriff Miller told the Tudians that he had a
warrant for their arrest and desived them to accoimpany thiem to Neweastle, Brown
and Lis party oxpressed a willingness to go, at tho snme-time alleging that they had
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65 woiild doon

1¢'Indians) ]
d?;not-"‘bgen in’ that

Wyoming:line, and:Smith and-his:partyj:trs
hardly hae:croséed into W joring before-October 24, the
started out to hint Indians.After the posdo started, Smith'and his p 16 to
penstrate Conyerse County to the poiht where he mét Brown's party returning to the
ageney, and-had nifted with them the day before the posse first encouintered them
in Converse County, on-October 80, . ... ... ... . .- .-

Both whites ind Indiang aseert that the Indians would hav ‘submitted
arrest-had it not béen for Smith, “And whi_}p;,ﬁmith"maﬁ_h wve heen i Hitlo too agert-
iv_e".aml-'-i)baaiblfii'oﬁen_siﬁ.'e in'hiis speech, I can not seo that the Weston County posse
had.aivy: g ght: to arrcat him, (;ertaixil'ﬁ-‘ a white man under Buch conditions

o posse to have taken hiim, At least

8l 1 _
wotild he \?geftysetl' to recognize the right of t
pear so'to ine,’ - e

The whites nesert that notwithstanding Smith’s refusal when tho Indians begsin to
sed they were going to ._a,c_comgany

break campand start immediately after they sup 3 , 0 Acco
them. After they were nnder way it.was seen that tliey were ot heading for Now-
castle, aiid-tho -posse rode forward to birn the lender orguide to-the iorth, “They
allege that:& -and other Indians also vode forward and niotloned to the guldo to
woteed to-thesouthegst, - Thoy agssert that many of the Indians had gung in thelr
wnds,  The Indian traln passed on, = 0 :

~ The shorlf arid- his posse hold iconsultation and decdéd that thiy mist have roon-

forceménta-heforo proceeding fuvther, . They then withdraw and rode to the Fiddle-

back ‘ranch; a distance varlously asgerted to be froih 20 to*30. miles awny, - ‘A the
Fiddleback raneh the party was joined by two cow boys named Steve Franklin and
Charles Harve ,-_-;,fl‘_hcsa;r:d_w'_hjo?-s advised that from the direction taken by the Indiany

that they woulid tiavel to Lighining Creek and ‘pass down that atrenin:on thelr wiy

townrd home,  Two of the pdrty were then instructed to overtako tlie Indians, keep

them higight, and then after-getting their coursg were to ride forward and meet the
mabi party. at.the Mills fanch on Tightning Creek. -

"The next morning on thalr way the party pleked up:four iiore man, *These woro
Wo Btrangers

Louis Falkenberg, a-wolf:hunter, ivhom they found at Olesén’s ranch, two atranger
whom they met in the road and who afterwards proved -to:he George Tountain and
11, Coon, of Weesington, 8,-Dak., and .*‘John "Owens; thoe noted Indian fighter,”” ag
the Newcastle Timds putsit, - Owerig had formerly been'd sherlff, - This made the
party 13 strong, several of thom being entiro strangers to the main party, .
‘As Oweng declared to me,' ho.was building n fence at tho time and was very busy.
- o told me hezaid to the sheriff: *' I don't want to go'unless. you are sure there is
golng to-be trouble; besldes, I have no gun.” o was assured thata gun wotld be
gop‘?g ;,’fi:;yfhim, a promigo that was 'fulﬂﬁéd with some dificulty by horrowing later
MO QRY o0 o T v R e g s A S e e Sl e
_...The reeniorced 'partf(,lnirrfed forward and reached the -Mills ran
Creek about the middlo of the afternoon, . No onje was there, bilt tl
and prapared -a-meal. - About.4 o'clock, just as'they had finished
and. Moon Moore,: the:-two who_ haid “bLeen following-the Indians,
annonitced that the Indian traly 'wd,s,ohly\_n_;'Iﬁ.iléfn'_r‘;"(ﬁ’ _ ;
had' traveled all night and up to that -hour, making two brief stops, and were 60
miles farther on” their way to tho reservation from the place of meeting the pre-
vious day. a5 _ ‘
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. The Neweastle Times accou ]
ined, and all othér necessary arrangements w
ing conflict, atid by the time the Indiana we
Jotie ‘Todle down Into'the river bed where they: could: have bet ) :
Indiana ¢ame on. John Owén and: Bheriff, Miller clitibéd up, the bank and once
mote tried to make the red meh halt and surreénder, and while thua engaged an
Indian about 40 ?;arda distant ralsed hid'rifle to his'arm and let fire,”’ . ...
. “'Thesecond the echoes bad died away ‘Stuff wasall off,’ and before they knew it
gni?'!;r‘e{lliﬁilqd_?r ‘of the posse had ¢limbed the bank and were rallied round their leader,
_According to the testin 'i:iiih! v
iy

iz “The Horbes wers gotten uip, una
The Horbea were goften ip, gune

ranch, thay rode down to'the point in'

the }msg"mmni’tedat'._t!jo Mi

by af . I Ve ‘s P )4 ‘ﬂ
“2'" on the accompaiying diagram, ' Here théy'saw the Indian trai
the hl%hWny_tOWﬂJ‘d thom, . When they Ea‘w‘_,thg’_{n “had

dians they

ing,. (TheIndiana claim: that they werv goingin
8o the whites allege’ that they saw in the dismol
they resolyed fo peek the protection of the ¢reck: banl
where the wire fence crossed-it, There.they dismoun
8. (See diagram.) They then ¢rawled through the wire nd took up a'pos
tion hehind the creek bank.. . They allege that Sheriff Miller and Mr, Qwen moin
the bank, .All agsert that Miller shouted’ to- the Indians: three ti
twice, One testified that'they sald ‘*halt, half, halt, ]
“‘surrender, surrender, surrender.”” s Another mid the
All the whites assert t ‘this time gome Indians ine to their left.
fired a shot, Some of them testified that they saw the Indian shoot, and that the
ball struck the ground about a rod ahead of Mr, Owens. Then they admit that they
all opened fire on the Indlans, nearly all of whom were fleeing away.: ' .. ..o
Somi testified that the Tndins fired’ elghit or ten shots,  One man sald’ they fired
forty ahots, . Another sald from olghty to on ‘Al testified that they
saw Charley 8mith and Black Kettle shoot, anc 0f yvidence thi
any other Indians did shoot,. - Both Indlans
Sheriff Miller and that Smith shot Falkenb ] who waa killed
According to the best obtainable evidence on both sidés, the Indian frain was
seattered along up the road and A,ohli/:!i.caii'ri wagons_had reached the immediate scono
of the conflict, All ‘the Indians killéd or wounded were in or belonged to the first
four wagons except Black Kottle, who. canie forward from farther back: in the traln.
The whites express the opinion that Black Kettle was the Indian who fired ‘the
opening shot, and’.thld was_ 'f.i'QbE.ill!l.}’f_tlifQ'_ cage, if an" Indian’ did fire firat. On_ the
other hand, ,iw’; Indians all elalim that the first firing camie front the whites and that
the boy, Peter White Elk, fell before thére was & shot fired by the Indiang..
"~ Certalnly, from the position of the Indians—scattored along the highway--thoy
were not expecting a battle and only a small })a'rf; of their band were yet in the inme-
diate dcene of theconflict when it began, Hence If:the Indlans were expecting and
had ‘prepared for a conflict, it wolild seem very unlikely that one of their nuinber
would precipitate it, when their party was so seattered: ~ The whites were in 4 com-
pact mass, drawn up in‘line hehind & natural bregstwork, while the Indian train was
seattered for a-quarter of a inlle, with women and children in the wagona to which
they Delangéd; all along the line. - All reason and common sense s against the theory
that tho Indlans began the firing. - Sy : :

‘The sherifi’'s posse wag no: Slu)d(ﬁ)‘({ﬁéh@[ clags, Cow boys and barfetiders: pre-

dominated ih the make-tip of the White party, - Beveral of them were entirestrangers
to the original party.” Sheriif Miller did not know. whether they were men’of cool-
ness, judgment, and steady character, Their recommendation’ was that they had
%u ns and were willing to join the party, They had no wives and babies with them.
They were a c¢omnpact body. - They had no wagons or other property: with them to
lose. They had chogen th rolind, “As.the approved statement of the Newcastle
Times says,. 'All necessary arrangemetits had been made for the appreaching con-
flict.” Had the Indians niade any such preparations?. - . ... . . ..
Then, In‘the ndine of all that {4 te able, who flred the first shot? . I leave the
aniiwer to Any reasonabl o the piablic—satisfiéd that"the blame will not be
placed on these poor Indians travelini along w highway with their wives and olifldrén.
‘The whitesall testify that theshooting lasted about three minutes, . All the Inidians
fled except Black Keitle ‘and Smith. The twelve rear wagons turned about and

‘went back along the road that they came. Three wagons cut off from the traln by

the whites fled west over a range of hills, Nobody was stopped. No one was
arrested. The blood thirst had been satiated : - : '





