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LEXPprations ant surveys 1n the Jepartment of Dakota

Camp on the Yellowstone River
near the mouth of the Big Horn
River July 10, 1876
General: 1 have the lonor to submit the following report of
operations in the Departiment of Daketa from the date on ry assignment
5 the 4 -~ - . ”
to duty to close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876:
In obedience to orders received from the Adjutant Generals
office, I bave reported in person to Brig, Gen. A. B. Terry, at
5%, Paul, Minn., @8 the ¢ 7. of May, and was =zssigned to duty
vice Capt, Wm Luddow, Corps of Engineers, United States Army,

relieved., 1In complianee with orders from headguarters Department
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+he 10th, and preceeded
to Fort Abraham Lincoln, Dakota Territory, to join the troops

-

about to take the field against the hostile Siouxs ir. W, He Ward,

some dayse

aervices would have been simily 2 convenlience to me, ana in norespect
directed hiwm ©o return to Saint Pauvl where he has
remained, The detachment of the batallion of enzineers, consisting

of 3Jergeant Wilson and Friva

ofe o) o ~ o 4
te CGoslir and Bullizan, has acconmpanied

me on “he expedition, and has performcd most excellant services

Sergeant Becker, with two nad previous to my assignment,

orde-ed to Montana to accompsny the column under command of

After detention of 2 few days ne~r Fort Lincoln, due to rain,
we Ffinally broke carp 2% 5A.M., May 17, and the march westward was
smmenced. The column was cc manded by Brig. Gen. A.H. Terry, and
ollowin  troops: The Seventh Cavalry, comnmanded

by Col. G. As Custery a battalion of infantry, ¢o mmand2d by Capt. L.Hs

(3]

ancer Seventeenth Infantry; headgquarters guard, comwsisting of one
& I ;4 = ¥ =

company of the Sixth Infantry; commanded by Cant Sterhen Baker, a

y

battery of three iinch Gattlinz zuns, commanded oy 3econd Lt.W.H. Low,

Twentieth Infantry: 45 scouts, guides and interpreters, under the

4

command of Second Lt. Ge3. Varnum, Seventh Cavalry; the wagons and

pack trains and herd, with their numerous attachess There was a
total of 50 officers, 963 enlisted men, 190 civilian employees
and 1694 animals.

T was furnished with a four mule ambulancée for the transportation

of my instruments and mens To the wheels of this amrbulance were

& - e -
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attached the adometer.

The colurn reached rowder River without having seen an Indian,
nor even a trace of recent origin. The conly difficulties encountered,
with the exception of a snow storm, which commenced on the night
of the 31lst of May and lasted until the 3rd of June,were those offered
oy the nature of the country to the passaze of the heavily loaded
train. There was not a day when briiging was not necessary, tut the
journey throuzh Davis Creek to the Little Missouri throuzh the Bad
Lands immediately west of the latter siream, and then the descent
into the valley 66 the Powder demanded almost incessant brideing and

ol

road makinge. We reached the Powder River late in the evening of June 7.

'3

From this camp, Major Réno, Seventh Cavalry, with six companies of his
reziment wa : sent on a scout up Powder River to the forks, then across
40 the Rosebud,and back o the mouth of the Tongues on June 11, we

marched down the valley of the Powder and reached the Yellowstone

2 =

where a depot was established under commend of ¥ajer Mcors, 3Sixth

Infantry. ¥eavins the wagon trein at this ncint, Lt. Col Custer,
with the troops and pack trains proceeded to the mouth of the Tongzue
v
River. General Terry and the staff went on the steambozt tThe same
vlace, there meeting Reno, who rerorted that he had found a fresh
heavy Indian trail leaving the Rosebud in a westerly direction.

The whole conmamd wa: then moved up to the mouth of the Rosebud where

we met Jibbon's columns At thiz point, = definite plan of campalisn

»

£

17 t forth in the letter

L5

was decided uponi and as this plan if clea

s
147}
D

of instruction furnished to Custer, ingsert in full:s

1t mouth of Rosebud Rivers
“June 22, 1376
GColonelt The brizadier zeneral commanding directs that as soon

A

as your regiment can "e made ready for the march, you proceed up

hme

the Rosebud in vursult of the Indians whose train was discovered by

Mafor Rene a few days 7A@ since.
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It is of course impossible 1o zive you any definite instructions
in ?eiard +o this movement, and were 1+t not impossible to <o zo, the
devariment cormander vlaces too much confidence in your zeal, energy
~nd ability to wish to impose upon you precise orders which might
hamper your action when nearly in contact with the enemy. He will,
however, indicate to ou his own views of what your action should be,
and he desires that you shruld conform to them unless you shall see
sufficient reason for departing from them, He thinks that you should
proceed up the Rosebud until you ascertain definitely the direction
in which *he trail above svoken of leadsi should it be found (as it
appears almost cer ain that it will be foupnd) to fturn toward the Little
Big Horn, he thinks you should stiil proceed southward as far as the
head waters of the Tonzgue, and then left, so ag to preclude the

ossibility of the escape of the Indians to the south or the couth=-
east by passing around your left flank.

The column of Colonel Gitbon iz now in motion for the mouth of the

Big Horm, as soon as it rewches that point, it will cross the Yellow-

stone and move up at least as far as the forks of the¥ Big and Little

controlled by circumstances
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it is hoped that the Indians, if upor the Little
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Big Horn, may be so nenrly inclesed by the twe columns that their
escape will be Iimpossible, The cdepartment cormander desires that on
your way up the Rosebud you should thorou hly examine the upper part
Tulloch's Cree) and that you should endeavor o send a scout through
to Colonel Gitbvon's celumn with inforwation of the result of your
exarinations The lower part of this creek will be examined by a

detachment from Colonel Githon's commandi. The supply steamer will be

as the fopks, if the river is found *to
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be navigable for that distance, and dhedepariment commznder (who will




accompany the column of Colonal Uitbon) desires you to report to him

“4

there not later than the expiration of the time for which your troops
are rationed, unless in the meantime, _ou receive further orders.
Respectfully
E«. Woe Smith
Captain Eighteenth Infantry
Acting Assistant Adjutant General
Lieutenant Colonel Custer,
These instructions were supplemented by verbal information to
Custer, that he could expect o find Gibbon's column at the mouth
of the Little Big Horn not later than the 26th.
Pursuant to these instructions, Custer took up 'is line of march
about noon of the 22nd of June. His command (couting officers,

vilians) numbered nearly 650 mounted men.

frabn

enlisted men and ¢

Both men and beast were in excellent condition, and there was not
one of the command who w:z not filled with high hopes of szuccess.

Upon Custer's departure General Terry and staff proceeded up the
Yellowstone with Gibbon's column, and when near the mouth of the Big

Horn, the command was crossed to the right bank of the Tormer stream.

B

Gibbon's column, 28 now constituted, consisted of four companies o:

¥

the Second Cavalry,
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Lt. Low's Gattling Battery, amounting in all (incluiing ecivil

employ rees) to 377 tighting mens The night of June 24 we pasged in
} - N

H-»

camp on Tulloch's Creek,y, The next day we crosged the vide between
+he Tulloch's Creek and the Big iHorn, and reached the latter stream
after a severe march of twenty=-two niles, The country was exceedingly

rough, nill after hill, and ravine after ravine, with but 1ittles
grass and vlenty of A ubiquitious re and cactus. The soil

alkaline and the air wi.s filled with dust, clogging up the nostrils,
and ears. In addition to thés, the day was very warnr and not drop

of water to be obtained on the march. The infantry had understood




that we to follow Tulloch?

were S
could obtain wnater at any time t

The consecuence was that they su

of men toward the close of

9

exhausted, The refreshing sight

their hearts and those left on t

be

remained in camp that nitht. Gen
rushed on, and a mosit wegriso

The nizht black, and a cold
were obliged o cross a very rougl
ascent of steen declivities, wit

-

wh if so 1

ite hourse (

san

but plea ts The Indian scouts

water after a 2 miles,

short remaining portion of the n

morning (June 26) we were Jjoined

*

the Little Bigz Horr and we then

-

de Went into camp that »igh

of nmore than 50 mile two day

the march

t only

c in case they
hey 4id not f£ill their canteens.

uifered terribly, and the numvers
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ropped on the way completely
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of the Big Horn finally gladdened

he _ road having brousht in, they
eral Terry, taking the cavalry,

and disheartening march we made of it.
rain drenched us. Besides this we

ch countrys and the descent znd
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and we encamped in the ud for the
ights About 11 o'clock the folleocwing
by the infantry near the mouth of

oroceceded up the valley of that river.

By march wss

resumed and we -oom sizhted two tepees in the valley. Those tepees
were filled with dead warriers, and weve all that remained of a large
[Ndgan villares We found the ground strewn with skins, robes, campe-
etce, in’icatins that the village had been hastily
evacuated. The cavalry saddles and deszd horses lying zround gave us

inklinz

been worsteds but

truth/ As wepasses 'n we were ne

who informed us that Major Reno,

companies, waz intrenched on the

had sustained a siege for nearly
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h~t there had fight, and that

we vere focr the whole

not vre

t oy Lt Wallace of the Seventh Cavalry,
with the remmansnt of the seven

fs across the river where he
two days. We ascended the steep
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s to move the most callouzs, OfFf

guch =a

surcharged notures oy nysterical shouts

then arose on all sides. "Where is Cus

-

About three miles below Reno's position,

with dead bodies of and men.

Of Custer's fight we, at nresent,

surmise. We must be content

icers
and

ter?®

know nothing,

ith the knowledg

men relieved their

o 7id

tear The guestion

Soa
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reply ©

“he came too

ve Tound the hills covered

and can on.y

ve cleaned from the

appearance of the field, that they died as only brave men can die,
and that this battle, slaughter as it was, was foucht with g:llantry

and desparation of which

boast. The todies with few exceptions,

carnot

were frightfully rutilatedy

and the @orrors stared us in the face at every stel,

I préceced to give details of Custer's march from Rosebud, and of
+the battle, as I have been able to colle sct them up to the present time.
Cn the 22n4d rarchel 12 miles; and on the 23rd they warchecd 25
miles; on the 24th they marched from 5 A.M. till 8 £.M. or about

4s miles;

proceeded 10 miles. They were then about

They reached the village e on
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of 78 miles irn a day and a half, and
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rove to the left and scout the

with the companies, to advance parallel
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command,. When

nis three cordpanies, tellinz him that he

erocsed the river at point A (See sketch

;
C wit

this latter point,

the woods at tout encountering much

+he wen were dismount

tch

tche The

»

ndicated on the sket

on the line
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ghen they rested for 4 hours. at 12 they
the Zﬁthn
. Capta

he villaze,

country for Indians;

gtarfed

23 miles frem the

again ~nd
f.ule:lvei
They had made a march
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in Benteen t@&lls me thout

Custer made his

ition of the reziment. He ordered Benteer, with threecompanies,

he ordered Reno

B

#ith his (Cusver's) own

i

cnarge with

Feno

herewith) and moved down

opposition. On reaching
ed and depiayed as skirmishers
warmed

Indians immediately
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round them, and Reno, finding that they were
in large nymbers, remounted his command and chacg

'J-

retreat to the bluffs on the ovrozite side of

Indians on 2ll sided of them, =nd Lt. ﬂeig.’:em
and beirggﬁained by Benteen and his command they suceeded in keeping

b

the Indiang off., Benteen nhad received orders from Custer to hmﬁry upy

b
2

as the villare had beern struck and in moving up Reno's reireat, was
seen and joincd on the bluffs as quickly as possibles The Inc

S - 2 £ ey S
incesgant fire of unerring

gone downstream and attempted

vas met by and overwhelmin: force,
and thr Ttroops retreated to the hills in rear i order to procure a

more desens‘ble vosition. From the positien of the dead bedies on

the field, I cofgclude that they retreated on the twe lires marked on

eteh Lo comcentrate ot F E, Which

3 -

ground. At Hill D, a stend was undoubtedly made b the company under

cormand of Lt Calhoun to protect the men passing up to E. Lt Calhoun

and EABLLE LS were YELAA4F, It EEEE FEAE/ @£  Crittendon were killed

1led about half wey up the slope

-

on this hill, Captain Keoush was ki
to E. The ecolumn which retrented along line BHE must have been
diemounted, and fiW@t ng alone the whole disgtance, a portion of the
men taking to the ravine H for shelter, must have been surrounded by
the Tndiana. There were twenty-eizhit bodies In this ravine. From H

t0 E streched a line of dead ren with skimish intervals. The crest

E was literally covered with dee” officers and men. Here we found General

Cuzter and his brother, Captainr Cusicr, Captain Yetes, Lt. Smith,
] & } & 4

3

Lt. Cook and Lt ‘iley. The Indians must have been present in over-
whelmning numbers, tor this part of the fizht did not, from all accounts
last over two or three hours.

As ni~ht came on, the attack on Reno ceased, =nd the trcops were




enabled to entrench. The attack was renewscd early on the morning of
the 26th, and continued un %1l late in the afta?poon, when the Indians,
seeing Givbon's column ~dvancing in the distance, led £+t Reno, and
packing up thelir villa~ve moved off towsrd the Big Horn lountains.

The number of Indiens is estimated tc have been fully 8,000
( three) thousand warriors, and they marehed off with all the precision
of movement and rezularity of formation of the best drilled soldiers.
The officers tell me that they (the Indiansd fought with the utmost
bravery and coolness and that they were well drilled and disciplined.
Volleys were fired by them at +he commands "Ready! Aiml Pirel”

The cisuslties of the Seventh Cavalry are as follows: 16 officersy

1

250 enlisted mens 9 civilians; 277 killed and 59 wounded., The number
of

2 e

wounded is not known,
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We remained twe dave on the field to bury the dead and turn the

material left ty the Indians, and then returncd to the bozt with the

B Vil = dode CLA LT g G 28

3

wounded who have all been sent to Fort Lincoln, We are here waiting
in camp for instructions.
There are some conclusicns which force themselves upen the minds

ndubltable, Thev zare as followi

fte

1stfhe number of Indiane wes undersstimated at the outset of the
campaian,

2nd The courage, skill, and in short, the ceneral fighting
ability of the Indians has h:retofore been unerestimated and scoffed
at, It has been forgotten that the Indian traders, by furnishing
the Indains with# the best breach loading gfuns, and 21l the ammunition
they desire, have totally chanred the problems of the Indzin warfare.
Sitting Bull has displeyed the best cf zeneralship in this campaigng
He has kepnt his troors well in hand, and moving on #A interior lines,
he has beaten us in detnil.

3rd The Ipdians =re the pest irregular cavalry in the worﬁé and
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are superior in horsemanship and marksmanship to our soldiers,
besides beinz better armed., Our reziments of cavalry are composed
of men about three~fourthof whom nre recruits, who have never
fought with Indians, They =re nerer drilled =t firinz on horseback,
and the consequence is the hoursco sre ag unused to fighting as the
men, themselves and become unruly in actions

Lth The carbine has not suffiehently long range, and considering
it simply as a weapon for close encounters, it has not the advantages
of a magazine guna.

The tBail has been kent and observation with sextant have been
made whenever practicable.

Edw llaguire

18t Lt, C.E,.
Chief, knz. Dept Dakota

Be Gens A.A. Humphreys
Chief of Engzinesrs, USA







